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Objectives and Rationale 

 

Contemporary funders have a need to understand the potential impact of the research that 

they support already before project completion. The current study is therefore aimed at 

impact monitoring and will combine, in a research information and management system 

(called RIS-Agric), select insights from three approaches for assessing the broader impacts of 

research (SIAMPI, IOM and ASIRPA). The deliverable is a set of impact-oriented monitoring tools 

for funders. 

 

Methods 

 

The impact understandings of funders were investigated by surveying individuals on the 

funders’ decision-making committees (43 Winetech and 23 Hortgro responses were received). 

Conceptual frameworks were developed to organise the classifications and categorisations 

from which relevant indicators will be constructed. 

 

Key Results 

 

To some extent the two funders placed different emphasis on what they perceived to be ideal 

impacts. The different perceptions of impact were translated into twelve research outcomes 

(reflecting both immediate and long-term impacts). The identified research outcomes each 

has its own research impact pathway (e.g. a pathway to produce knowledge that is relevant 

for industry, or a pathway to develop new or improved products for industry). The twelve 

different pathways overlap and one pathway could be a necessary condition for the other. 

Essentially, the pathway to produce knowledge that is relevant for industry should underpin all 

other pathways.  

 

Conclusion and Discussion 

 

RIS-Agric through its monitoring, will ‘construct’ the research impact pathways associated with 

each research outcome. In that way, RIS-Agric will provide insight into the process of impacting 

by collecting information about the interactions of the project team and linked stakeholders 

(i.e. those directly associated with the project), along a particular pathway. The interactions 

are interpreted as ‘alignment efforts’ for a project towards attaining a particular research 

outcome. 

 


