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What does Insect Science do?
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Product Life cycle:
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We are frequently asked or requested to work on insect pests by farmers or 

industry representatives

These requests include;

➢Citrus flower moth this led to X-Mate CGO

➢Spotted Winged Drosophila leading to SWD PheroLure and Mass 

Trapping

➢Polyphagous shothole borer = PSHB PheroLure

But the insect that we have had the most requests to work on is:

Thrips

Thrips Case Study



Thrips of economic importance
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(Source: Identification criteria adapted from 

Allsopp & Knipe [ARC Infruitec-Nietvoorbij]). 

No known fruit pestsKnown to damage plants and fruit



Life cycle: Thrips
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Life cycle: Product
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Life cycle: Product; Thrips attractant discovered
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Life cycle: Product



Life cycle: Product

11



12



Life cycle: Product
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Life cycle: Product

14



Life cycle: Product
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Intervention 



Investment timeline
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1) Registration trials

2) Dossier preparation

3) Technical Information booklets

4) Initiate Training

1st Need ID

26 May 2026

Year 1-2

Development

Year 3 Start 
Registration 

process

Year 4

Registration on 
going

Year 5

Submit Reg

Stability etc

Year 7-10

Registered 
Control product

Product 
Available

2033 earliest

GEP Trials

Thrips Lure 



Final Product: Thrips
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1st reliable way to monitor pest Thrips

• Citrus thrips
• Flower thrips
• many more



Any questions
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